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Apologies for the quality of the photos front and back, but some of them came to me in very low resolution! Fran 



The Wedding 

 
It was an historic moment in our Chapel on Monday 30th January 2017, as Kass 
Conway and Keysia Mattocks were joined in matrimony. I remember sitting in 
the Schoolroom one Sunday in 2014, to discuss whether, with the change in 
legislation enabling same sex couples to marry, we should apply for our Chapel 
to be re-registered as a place of worship authorised to conduct same sex wed-
dings. Celia introduced the discussion with a history of marriage in the UK and 
everyone was able to speak freely. The decision was made to leave things as 
they were for the time being, but subsequently it was agreed that we should 
make the application to the General Register Office and the permission came 
through in February 2016. Kendal Chapel is one of 52 Unitarian Chapels or 
Meeting Places where gay and lesbian couples can choose to marry. 
  Kass and Keysia met eight years ago and knew very early on in their relation-
ship that they were “simply meant to be” and those were the words inscribed, in 
Elvish, inside their wedding rings. They also knew exactly what their wedding 

vows would be: “With this hand I will lift your sorrows. 
Your cup will never be empty, for I will be your wine. 
With this candle, I will light your way into darkness. 
With this ring I ask you to be mine.” Not being familiar 
with Tim Burton’s film Corpse Bride I had some home-
work to do! We met several times, gradually getting to 
know each other a bit better and I was able to put to-
gether a ceremony which included the wine, candles 
and rings.  

  It was a wedding to remember. The Chapel was full of people dressed in red 

and black, including a baby. Gothic, steampunk or what, I’m not 
too sure! Those of us in attendance: me as celebrant, Jo as pi-
anist, Katie as authorised person, David as caretaker and sound 
system manager, plus the three Johns (C, H & P) all entered into 
the spirit of things. John P had designed souvenir postcards for 

all the guests as, being on a tight budget, there wasn’t an 
Order of Service to give out, and we helped decorate the 

Chapel too. 
  Two lasting memories for me will be going into Cafe Nero 

to see Kass and her bridal party - including her Mum and 
Aunt and bridesmaids - drinking coffee and chatting whilst 
they waited for Keysia to show up. Unfortunately the taxi 
driver was late as he couldn’t find their house - it’s quite re-
mote apparently. And the second one was after John and I 
had left Chapel to head home: we spotted them walking 

down the cobbles together on their own in their amazing 
outfits - heading off to the pub for their wedding reception. 
No car, no fuss, just two women happy to be wed.     Mandy                                                                 
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THE RIVERSIDERS X FACTOR   
 

I don’t watch the X-Factor on T.V. but l’m sure it can’t be anywhere near as ex-
citing and exhilarating as the one held at the Riverside Social Club on 24 Janu-
ary. It was the most uplifting event I’ve been to in years (on a par with their 
Carol Services held in the Chapel). The room was packed with a cheering, clap-
ping audience of supporters and the concentration was intense as we listened to 
the New Seekers, Girls Aloud, Rod Stewart, Elvis Presley, Elton John, Gareth 

Gates, Bob Dylan, Buddy Holly and many more, all brilliantly and often very 
movingly interpreted by the twelve wonderful performers.  
  And so to each and all of them: Allison Jackson, Amy Nicholson, Helen Parkin-
son, Alice Cambridge, Josh Marshall, Chris Sharp, Annie Spragg, Linda Ryback, 
Emily McClean, Stephen Bateman, Rebecca Hughes, and Stephen Shears, a 
huge “Thank You” and a thousand cheers! 
  “Judging” was an almost impossible task for the four people so privileged to be 
invited to do it (Sally and Griff Jones, John Campbell and me). How do you 
choose between someone singing with all their heart and soul, or someone with 
hilarious accompanying body action, or someone quietly delivering a heartfelt 
love song, some more articulate than others, all of them fantastic? Fortunately 
for us, we were spared the agony of having to do this by the organisers Kevin 
(the volunteer at the Riverside who, for weeks, had so lovingly rehearsed with 
the competitors) and our own renowned concert organiser, David Green, plus 
our own compère, Marilyn Irons, who decided that there would be no losers and 
that our task would be to choose two to perform their number at the “X-
FACTOR” concert to be held in the Schoolroom on 17 February. All other com-
petitors were invited to perform two of the songs together, at the same event.  

Joan Smith 
 

R X-Factor Concert 
 

Under this title, with 'R' standing for 'Riversiders', a concert was held in the 
Schoolroom at 7pm on Friday 17th February. As I walked down the path, I was 
rather worried to see everywhere so quiet; I seemed to be the only person 
around. Had no-one else turned up? Still, it was only ten to seven and perhaps 
people were just a little tardy tonight. Or so I thought. I was amazed, then, on 
opening the door, to see the room full almost to bursting. I found one of the 
last few seats and soon there was standing room only.  
  What an evening it was! Kevin, the leader of the Riversiders, introduced it with 
a little about the history of the Club, and Dave and Alan got the evening off to a 
good start with a musical tribute to the Everly Brothers. Then it was the turn of 
the Riversiders. Alice sang I am Sailing in her rich, strong voice, and Chris sang  
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Back for Good, imbuing it with the most expressive pathos. After this the Wild 
Cards—all those who had taken part in the R X-Factor evening on 24 January—
joined in performing The Wonder of You and Peggy Sue. By this time, the audi-
ence was well on board and joined in enthusiastically with the singing, all this 
to deafening applause. And there were well-deserved medals, too, for all the 
participants and for Kevin.  
  A group of the Bryce Street Strummers from Burneside now settled them-
selves on the stage, whilst Marilyn, our incomparable compère, diverted the 
audience with jokes and tales until they were ready to entertain us with ukule-
les, washboard and percussion. They were a great hit with everyone, playing 
and singing many songs from days of yore. I can remember You Are My Sun-
shine and Leaning on the Lamp Post. There were word sheets, but many of us 
knew the words anyway; and if we didn't know the words, we knew the tunes 
and could hum or la-la, or clap to the rhythms. There was a break for refresh-
ments and then the Strummers came in again, followed by Dave and Alan play-
ing rock 'n' roll, putting life and mettle in the heels of the young at heart. The 
whole evening was great fun and I am sure that everyone had a thoroughly 
good time.  
  Oh, I nearly forgot to mention: entry was free but there was a collection for 
the Riversiders Trust, which raised over £360. So a huge thank you to everyone 
who took part and everyone who helped organise the evening: to Kevin, to 
Dave, to Marilyn, to the Bryce Street Strummers, to those who made and 
served the tea, to the audience, and above all to the Riversiders for sharing 
their evening with us.                                                                             John Campbell 
 
 
 
 
 
KUMEN: Trip To Kirkby Lonsdale Micro Brewery. 
On 1 February, Dave Parry, Mark Thomson, John 
Hetherington and I had an enjoyable trip to KL. We 
probably were not the best quartet to appreciate the 
finer points of brewing, but still found that bit interest-
ing and worthwhile. After coffee there we went on to 
Ruskin's View, followed by a good snoop round the Par-
ish Church and town centre. We had a good and rea-
sonably priced meal at the Royal Hotel. Sorry, but none 
of us thought to bring a camera so this trip remains 
unrecorded.                                              Don Kerr 
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Update on the Multi- Faith Garden of Remembrance 
Many thanks to everyone who has made a donation for the renovation of the 
Chapel’s Multi-Faith Garden. So far, we have raised about £2,500 for the new 
design. I’m sure that we all share the frustration caused by the recent delays. 
So, here is an update on what has happened in the last few months. Last Octo-
ber we seemed all set to start work, but then found that there was a problem 
with the boundary wall. Basically, the ownership of the pub next door changed 
hands. Therefore, the Trustees were advised by the Chapel’s land agents, 
(Peill’s), that we needed a legal agreement with our neighbours. Structural engi-
neers have been to examine the wall; plans have been drawn up; legal agree-
ments have had to be negotiated. We hope you agree that it is important to 
know who is responsible for what and who will pay for it. There was no point 
starting work on the wall and garden with the threat hanging over us that a 
neighbouring building might be damaged and someone might complain, so it 
might all have to be dug up again. Lots of people have been working behind the 
scenes, and things have been complicated by the historic nature of the site, so it 
has taken time to sort out. The Trustees have had no direct involvement in all 
these comings and goings, so didn’t know all the details and had few definite 
facts to report. Having requested updates from our land agents, we received a 
report on all our properties in January, which included information about the 
wall. The land agent stated that “I am hopeful that we can get to a position 
where we can programme the repair of the wall this spring to assist with the 
timescale for the Multi-Faith Garden.” Finally, there has been some progress. All 
being well, we should be able to start work on the garden in late spring or early 

summer. We’ll let you know when we need you to bring your spades and to roll 
up your sleeves.                                                  Jayne Finch, Administrator 
 
The World Interfaith Harmony Week, February 1-7 

Monsignor Francis Slattery held a multifaith event on 1 Febru-
ary 2017, at his Presbytery in Milnthorpe, to celebrate World 
Interfaith Harmony Week. Monsignor Slattery has been in-
volved in interfaith work in Cumbria for many years. To mark 
his 60 years in the Priesthood, an article Breaking Open the 
Word, was published in the interfaith journal Faith Initiative: 
Embracing Diversity, Issue 31 (2014). Available online at 

http://www.faithinitiative.co.uk/    
 
The World Interfaith Harmony Week was unanimously adopted by the United Nations in 
2010, and it is hoped that this initiative will provide a focal point from which all people of 
goodwill can recognize that the common values they hold far outweigh the differences 
they have, and thus provide a strong dosage of peace and harmony to their communities. 
See: http://worldinterfaithharmonyweek.com/                                    Jacquetta Gomes 
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Baha'i Faith: Abdu'l-Baha’s Relations with the Unitarians. 
 
The Baha’is enjoyed leading the service on the 5 February. As an Ameri-
can who recently moved to England to marry my British husband, I felt 
moved to include readings of Abdu’l-Baha’s talks in the U.S. in 1912. (the 
son of the founder of the Baha’i Faith, Baha’u’llah). He spoke at many 
venues, including seven Unitarian Churches, during his 8-month visit. 
One of the churches, in Dublin, New Hampshire, was only 14 miles from 
where I used to live. He was also invited to speak at the American Uni-
tarian Association Conference on May 24, 1912, in Boston, sponsored by 
the Free Religious Association. Eight hundred Unitarian ministers were 
in attendance. He spoke about the unity of the teachings of the Messen-
gers of God and the oneness of religions and humankind. He befriended 
a Unitarian minister, Howard Colby Ives, who attended many of His 
talks and spoke with Him in private numerous times. Ives wrote about 
his impression of Abdu’l-Baha and the Baha’i Faith in his memoir,  
Portals to Freedom, in 1937.  

Kathy Gilman 

 
I am, O my God, 

but a tiny seed which Thou hast sown 
in the soil of Thy love, 

and caused to spring forth by the hand of Thy bounty. 
This seed craveth, therefore, 

in its inmost being, 
for the waters of Thy mercy 

and the living fountain of Thy grace. 
Send down upon it, 

from the heaven of Thy loving-kindness, 
that which will enable it to flourish beneath Thy shadow 

and within the borders of Thy court. 
Thou art He Who watereth the hearts of all 

that have recognized Thee from Thy plenteous stream 
and the fountain of Thy living waters. 

Praised be to God, 
the Lord of the worlds. 

 
Baha'i Prayers - Bahá'u'lláh 
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Reflection on Lent by Ann Wilcox 
 
For those with a ‘mainstream’ Christian tradition it is easy to forget that some come to 
Unitarianism unfamiliar with many of the Christian traditions. Lent is a case in point 
that has been portrayed as the giving up of all that is largely scrumptious and inevitably 
bad for you – and generally is about as successful as New Year’s resolutions.   
  I wonder if Lent has any place in your life? On a superficial level probably not but as a 
tool to further your own personal journey then it can be very useful.  
  Lent is a Christian tradition that is observed in many denominations. It is the hallowed 
forty-day period of sacrifice leading up to Jesus' death and Resurrection. During Lent, 
Catholics, and some Protestants, prepare for Holy Week by fasting, praying, and recon-
ciling with God. Just for the record, Lent starts on Ash Wednesday and ends on Maundy 
Thursday, which is followed by Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Day – Oh, and 
best not forget Bank Holiday Monday!   
  Whether your Lent ends in a chocolate-fest or not, it is for Christians a period of 
preparation, for purification and reflection on the events of what is called Holy Week, 
that is the week immediately before the death of Jesus and the events that followed. 
The forty days of Lent is an opportunity to rethink your life and its purpose. 
  Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. After fasting 
forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, "If you 
are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread." Jesus answered, "It is written: 
'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of 
God’." Matthew 4:1-4 
  Many Christians choose to sacrifice something during the season of Lent. We are 
unlikely to attempt to go forty days in the desert without food or drink as Jesus did, but 
the commitment to giving up a favourite food or activity is the modern way of marking 
the season that leads up to Easter. 
  Lent is based on sacrifice, so most Christians choose to stop eating a favourite food or 
pursuing a favourite activity. If ‘giving up’ does not appeal you could choose ‘to do’ 
something instead. For example, say an extra prayer every day, adopt a meditation pro-
gramme or read the Bible or other inspirational text. ‘Giving up’ an obsession or an ad-
diction may seem to many the most appropriate thing to do but others will find it 
harder, in this pressurised 24/7 world, to commit to doing something extra for the forty
-day period of Lent. Whether you ‘give up’ or ‘do’ something is completely your choice, 
so choose wisely. 
  You may wish to choose something for the wider good, to do something positive, in-
stead of just removing the negative? You might consider setting aside your spare 
change during the 40 days and either donate it to the church or to a local charity, or 
spend it on goods for those in need, focusing on those that have little to sacrifice in the 
first place. Perhaps, you could spend more time volunteering, spend more time with 
your family or seek out the lonely or vulnerable - connect more purposefully with life, 
with your humanity, and then, maybe, you will connect with the spirit within. 
  Lent is a valuable tool if you take time to consider and reconsider its value and worth.  
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When reading Ann’s article on the previous page, I stopped when I came 

to her quotation of Matthew 4: 1-4. Nothing changes in the nature of 

skepticism. Whenever someone makes a claim that does not fit in with 

the accepted paradigm they are challenged to ‘put their money where 

their mouth is’, to show evidence or prove by their actions the veracity 

of their claim. Yet, as I have journeyed through life, my own view as to 

how things work has changed radically from the world view I was pro-

grammed to see (for we are all victims of the established societal and 

educational programs of accepted ‘normality’). I was taught to ‘believe it 

when you see it’. Now I am sure that the opposite is true: when you be-

lieve then you will see it. The Bible itself has many references to this 

inner change, but one such is in 2 Kings 6:17:  

Then Elisha prayed and said, "O Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may 

see." And the Lord opened the servant's eyes and he saw; and behold, 

the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.”  

  They were there all the time but the servant’s belief system prevented 

him from seeing them. In 1519, Ferdinand Magellan, a Portuguese ex-

plorer, set sail to find the Spice Islands. Most times, when his fleet of 

five, tall-masted ships, sailed into the bays of small islands, the natives 

would be overcome with fear. On one island, however, they completely 

ignored the huge ships - because they actually could not see them. The 

ships were so far beyond their level of consciousness that none of the 

natives, apart from the shamans, could see them. The shamans explained 

what to look for and finally, one person saw a red flag flying from the 

mast of one of the ships. Once that happened, more and more of them 

began to see the ships.  

  It is our belief systems that limit us. If we search for truth with an 

honest desire to grow in knowledge and wisdom, then the universe will 

honour that desire and reveal truths and Truth to us – but we must play 

our part and hold our current beliefs on an open hand, ready for them to 

be exchanged if greater insight is given. 

  From all that I read and research, from listening to lectures by in-

formed insiders and the testimonies of current ‘whistle-blowers’, I sus-

pect we may be on the brink of information disclosures that will chal-

lenge the established paradigms and cause us to rethink our collective 

world view and modus operandi. If you put the quest for truth above your 

personal belief system, you will be ready for any new revelations.    Fran 
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Next Committee Meeting: 6 May.                                AGM. Sunday 16 July. 

Friday 3 March. Phenomena: The Evidence. 
Alternative Perspectives Lecture by Steve Mera. 
Parapsychologist Steve Mera has spent the last 33 years working professionally 
in the field, spending 16 years working on a confidential basis for corporate 
companies, housing associations, city councils, police authorities, the Ministry of 
Defence and businesses in regards to paranormal disturbances. In this fascinat-
ing lecture Steve will reveal some of the cases he has been involved in that defy 
rational explanations. 
 
Wednesday 8 March. 7pm. International Women’s Day. 
“Join the Unify Global Sisterhood Movement as we rise together on International 
Women’s Day! Gather in local Sister Circles world-wide to unite for a global syn-
chronized meditation, prayer, and action to transform, uplift, and inspire the 
world!”  
 Last year for International Women's Day, 650 women's circles gathered in 65+ 
countries; thousands of women unified to cultivate sacred sisterhood and acti-
vate the divine feminine, sending a wave of kindness, compassion, connection, 
and peace into this world. Together transforming the world through inner work 
and inspired action. This year we are doing it again, with a vision of 1000 sister 
circles! We are the feminine rising in the name of compassion, love, and healing 
for all people. 

 To receive information on their meditation and prayer broadcast, or for ways to 
participate, go to http://women.unify.org/ 
 
Saturday 11 March. 9.30– 12 noon. Dementia Listening Event. 
Bindloss Room, Town Hall, Kendal. 
South Lakes Dementia Hub want to hear from people living with dementia and 
their carers / family / friends, to learn what services people want.  
 
Sunday 26 March. Informal Meeting After the Service. 
Rosie and Phil Whiting will be sharing their experiences of the Findhorn Founda-
tion and discussing ways in which the Chapel might want to adopt some of its 
practices. The principles of Findhorn are based upon a balance between spiritu-
ality, community and ecology. It sounds as though they had a great time in 
Scotland, so please come along to what promises to be an interesting meeting.   

                          Jayne, Administrator. 

Can you work out these book titles with numbers in them? 
 
1. TM in a B  2.HV  3.OFO the CN  4. L of P  5. AT of TC  6. FS of G  7. SY in T  8. TN 



 10 

 
 

Sunday 2 April 2017. Congregational Meeting. 
At the Chapel’s last Annual General Meeting, in July 2016, many members of the 
congregation expressed the view that they would like to appoint a full-time min-
ister. Last summer there were question marks about whether the Chapel could 
afford to pay for a full-time post. Always mindful of the wishes of the congrega-
tion, the Trustees have kept the matter under review and discussed it at all their 
subsequent meetings. Now that the new organisation and ministry team are up 

and running, the Trustees thought it would be a good idea to reflect upon the  
past nine months and to consider future options. They would like to know what 
people think. What has worked and what could be improved. Therefore, they 
would like to hold a congregational meeting after the Sunday service on 2 April, 
from about 12.00pm. It will be an open meeting, where everybody will have a 
chance to have their say. The Trustees will then hold their own meeting after-
wards. There are some practical reasons for holding the meeting on this date, as 
there are a lot of other things going on at Chapel. Also, it gives everybody time 
to think about things before the next AGM this July. So, please make a note of 
this in your diaries and come along on 2 April.   

                                                       Jayne 
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Monthly Service for Unity and Global Peace. 2:00pm. Chapel Gap, Storth 
Road, Storth, LA7 7JL. Organised by the Tau Community of St. Francis, this is an 
Interfaith service on the first Sunday of every month at the Monastery, where 
members of the Tau Family join local people in a service for global unity and 
peace. All warmly welcome. The service lasts about an hour. More details from 
Rob Crompton, 01524 762292 – or just turn up. 
 
Coming Events at Luther King House, Brighton Grove, Rusholme, Man-
chester, M14 5JP: 
  
23 March. 9:30 am - 4:00 pm. Research Symposium on Ageing and 
Spirituality.  
(In partnership with MHA). £35 per person, including lunch and refreshments. 
This seminar is an opportunity to share current or recent research in areas relat-
ing to ageing, faith and spirituality, and aims to bring together researchers and 

reflective practitioners. It will be of interest to academic researchers, chaplains, 
health professionals, and any others who are interested in learning more about 
faith development and spirituality amongst older people. 
  A full programme of events for the day can be downloaded from http://
lutherkinghouse.org.uk/. This will also be sent, electronically, to all individuals 
registering for the conference. 
  To book a place, please contact Luther King House Registry Office – 0161 249 
2504 – or use their online form. To book overnight accommodation please con-
tact Luther King House Reception – 0161 224 6404 
  
10 May. 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm. David Goodbourn Annual Lecture. 
This is the inaugural David Goodbourn Annual Lecture, in partnership with the 
launch of the Centre for Theology and Justice. Further information on this event 
will be made available very soon; please continue to check the website and fu-
ture newsletters for more details. 
  Our free theological lectures present recent or current research in an accessi-
ble way. Refreshments, including meals and hot drinks, are available to buy be-
fore the lecture, and drinks are available from the bar afterwards if you wish to 
continue conversations in the lounge. 
  
13 May. 9.30am - 4.30pm. Dementia-Friendly Church. 
A day conference exploring ways in which churches can offer welcome and hos-
pitality to people living with dementia, and their carers. A full programme will be 
available nearer the time; please continue to check our Events page. 

http://lutherkinghouse.org.uk/
http://lutherkinghouse.org.uk/
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Westmorland Gazette 
 

With effect from the 25 May, the Westmorland Gazette will be open once again 
to contributions from the Unitarian Chapel. Under pressure from South Lakeland 
Interfaith Forum (SLIF) and others, our Graham being one, the paper has 
agreed to change the way that Christian Viewpoint works. In recent times con-
tent has been organised by Churches Together in Kentdale and has therefore 
been mainly of a conservative Christian stance. This meant that a Unitarian per-
spective has not been included. As from 25 May, the column will be renamed 
Faith Viewpoint and SLIF has been invited to co-ordinate contributions from 
‘other faith groups’. Liz Grove, who was one of those who lobbied the Gazette 
last year, and who is the Secretary of SLIF, is co-ordinating that and initially 
submissions are to be sent via her rather than directly to the WG. It was agreed 
at the last SLIF Committee meeting that a Unitarian contribution should appear 
on 22 June, followed by an Islamic and then a Buddhist one. Graham Phoenix 
will write the first Unitarian contribution.                                               Fran 

Just Six Words 
 

This is an idea from one of the US Unitarian newsletters I receive as Editor and 
it appealed to me. I quote: 
 
“In writers’ groups a commonly used exercise is to make up six-word stories as 
a challenge to brevity and succinct thinking.  
This exercise is to describe your personal religious journey/story or your view of 
our Unitarian Community in only six words. Here are some from a US newsletter 
as examples:  
 Born Jewish. Discovered bacon … still Jewish  
 No more Sunday school. Sleeping in.  
 Fairytales. Thought. Deliberation. Reason. Awakening. Atheist.  
 Filled the Emptiness; emptied the fullness.”  
 
I would love it if some of you (all of you?!) chapel-goers and anyone else who 

reads this newsletter, would give me six words to describe your own story or 
belief system or view of our chapel community. Either email me, tell me or jot 
your words on a slip of paper and pop them in the newsletter folder.  
Thanks in anticipation!                                                                         Fran 

To our dear friends at the chapel, HEARTFELT THANKS one 
and all for the beautiful flowers, cards and kind words of condo-
lences on the passing of John's mum, Sylvia Joy, who died peace-
fully at home on Valentine's Day. All our love, John and Katie. 
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 A Prayer: The Light Within 
 
Dear One, 
Dear One, 
 
Save me from myself 
for I am not as brave as you. 
 
Save me from myself 
for I am not as wise as you 
 
Save me from myself 
for I am not as strong as you 
 
Save me, 
Save me. 
 
Dear One, 
Dear One, 
 
Save me from myself 
for I do not see as well as you. 
 
Save me from myself 
for I do not hear as well as you. 
 
Save me from myself 
for I do not speak as well as you. 
 
Save me, 
Save me. 
 
Dear One, 
Dear One, 
 
Save me from myself 
for I don’t know as much as you. 
 
Save me from myself 

for I don’t live as much as you. 
 
Save me from myself 
for I don’t love as much as you. 
 
Save me, 
Save me. 
 
 
Dear one, 
Dear one, 
 
You are already saved as much as me. 
 
A breath of life was given and re-
ceived. 
 
A beating heart rests in your chest 
from the start; 
 
A light of life lies in your eyes. 
 
 
Dear one, 
Dear one, 
 
The presence of thought resides in 
your asking. 
 
The spirit of knowledge lies in your 
seeking. 
 
The humbleness of heart presents 
great strength. 
 
Dear one, 
Dear one, 
 
Your looking shows you see clearer 
than you know. 
 
Your waiting breath shows your open 
ear. 
 
Your words upon the air shows your 



voice is strong. 
 
Dear one, 
Dear one, 
 
I give you your saviour 
for it rests with me. 
 
Be as awake in your dreams as me. 
Be as free as a bird as me. 
Be as young or as old as me. 
Be as timeless as the wind as me. 
Be as light as a feather as me. 
Be as me. 
Be as me. 
 
Dear one, 
Dear one, 
 
Be yourself with me. 
Be as you are with me. 
Be as one with me 
Dear one, 
for I am never far, 
for I am who you are. 
 

©Annabel Tziros 2017 
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A time of roses 

 
I am in the harebell, 
and the hawthorn. 

 
I am in the devil’s-bit 
and yellow coltsfoot. 

 
I am in the blue, 

the blue of the footpath geranium. 

 
I am in the landscape; 

a time of roses. 

 

Hucklow 
© Dennis Evans  



Buds 

 
In the desert wastes of Arabia and Africa, people wait anxiously for the cool 
winter skies to bring rain. It comes as a mercy and a blessing to refill the aqui-
fers and allow the springs in the oases to gush forth so that crops may be 
grown and animals fed. The open desert blooms with flowers, as plants spring 
up, grow, blossom and die within a few days. In Jubail, where I lived, little yel-
low flowers like buttercups nodded their heads happily in the breeze and danced 
in the grass, full of the joy of life. One winter there was so much rain that the 
land was spread with a thick, rich yellow carpet. 
  Sadly, the water table is now depleted as a result of unwise modern farming 
methods and the oases are dying. How blessed we are here that we have such 
an abundance of rain to fill Cumbria’s becks and waters and keep our land green 
throughout the year. I wrote this poem one desert winter. The image comes 
from an old Persian print and it came to my mind last week as I was on the bus 
to Ulverston, for this year the meadow lands are full of flowers; the buttercups 
are a glorious sight, whilst just this side of Newby Bridge is a big field red with 
campions.  
 

 Good news: the buds have opened 
 Yellow stars in a green sky 

 Born of rain-tears on parched sand 
 Sweet water for a thirsty land 

 Dancing, smiling, full of hope and 
 Laughter for a season, then to die. 

                                                                                     John Campbell 
I found this in my files and can’t remember if it has appeared in ‘The Fellow-

ship’, or not, but, if so, I think it stands a second reading. Fran.        
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If I cannot hear ‘The sound of rain' 

long before the rain falls, and then 

go out to some hilltop of the Spirit, 

as near to my God as I can, and 

have faith to wait there with my 

face between my knees, though 

six times or sixty times I am told 

"There is nothing” , till at last there 

arises a little cloud out of the sea, 

then I know nothing of Calvary 

love.                     Amy Carmichael 

If I belittle those whom I am called 

to serve, talk of their weak points 

in contrast perhaps with what I 

think of as my strong points; if I 

adopt a superior attitude, forget-

ting "Who made thee to differ? and 

what hast thou that thou hast not 

received?" then I know nothing of 

Calvary love. 

Amy Carmichael 



Luther King House, Mancheter, External Library Memberships.  

 
These are available for anyone who is not enrolled on a module or programme 
of study at LKH. 
  If you want flexible access to a great collection of resources to help you with 
sermon preparation, ministry, study or research, or you simply want to keep up 
to date with current issues in the church or read for your own interest and spiri-
tual development, then the library can help you! 
We offer: 
Long opening hours (7.30am – 10.25pm, seven days a week) 
A quiet place to study 
Flexible memberships to suit your circumstances and budget 
Fully qualified and knowledgeable staff to provide assistance 
Computing suite with internet, printing and wi-fi 
Access to an online catalogue 
Access to electronic resources (ejournals and ebooks) to help with research and 
study 
A postal loan service for members who live outside the Manchester area 
(charges apply) 
Guided reading programmes by arrangement 
 
We offer borrowing and non-borrowing (reference) memberships. The borrow-
ing membership allows you to take out up to six books at a time for a period of 
three weeks. Books can be renewed as many times as necessary as long as they 
are not reserved by another library member. 

Our rates are as follows: 
Borrowing membership 
12 months: £40 Concessionary rate: £25 
6 months: £20  Concessionary rate: £12.50 
3 months: £10 Concessionary rate: £7 
Reference membership 
12 months: £20 Concessionary rate: £12 
6 months: £10 Concessionary rate: £6 
3 months: £5 Concessionary rate: £3 
The concessionary rate applies if you are unwaged or in receipt of a state pen-
sion. Students from other colleges are required to pay the full rate. 
 
Luther King House, Brighton Grove, Rusholme, Manchester, M14 5JP. 
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Today was the worst day ever 

And don’t try to convince me that 

There’s something good in every day 

Because when you take a closer look 

The world is a pretty evil place 

Even if 

Some goodness does shine through once in a while 

Satisfaction and happiness don’t last 

And it’s not true that  

it’s all in the mind and heart 

Because 

True happiness can be obtained 

Only if one’s surroundings are good 

It’s not true that good exists 

I’m sure you can agree that 

The reality 

Creates 

My attitude 

It’s all beyond my control 

And you’ll never in a million years hear me say that 

Today was a good day.                     Chanie Gorkin 

 

Now read from bottom to top. 

It all depends on your perspective! 
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Chapel Coffee Morning Rota 
 

It is important to have a leader and somebody to come in early to make the coffee. How-
ever, please note that the other jobs are not set in stone. So, for example, even if you 
have put your name down for washing up, you could ask to swap jobs for part or all of 
the time. If desired, individual teams are free to organise themselves, as long as every-
body is in agreement and the jobs get done. 
Can a kitchen volunteer check if any flowers in chapel need watering. Thank you.                                                                                                

Jayne 

PLEASE, I beg of you: if typing an item for The Fellowship, put ONE space after a full-

stop, not two, three, or more!!                                                                                    Fran 
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 KENDAL UNITARIAN CHAPEL 

Nurturing faith.  Embracing life.  Celebrating difference. 
charity number 236829 

 H Uwww.ukunitarians.org.uk/kendal U 

 

 
WELCOME to Kendal Unitarians 

 
Unitarians are very different  

 
   We don't have a particular set of beliefs that we expect you to agree with 
   Everyone who comes to the chapel is free to discover their own spiritual  
    path 
   We welcome people on any point of their spiritual journey: those who  
    have been seeking elsewhere or those whose journey has only just begun 
   We believe everyone has the right to seek truth and meaning for them 
    selves in mutual respect, and that reason and conscience are our best  
    guides 

   Our congregation includes people who are Christian, humanists, pagans, 
    agnostics, etc., or a mixture of all of these! 

 
 

A man worked all of his life and loved nothing more than his money. So much 

so that upon his deathbed, he made a final request to his wife. 
 
“Now listen, when I die I want you to take all my money and place it in the cof-
fin with me. Because I want to take all my money to the afterlife.” 
 
His wife said she would honour his last wish. So after he passed, she made the 
preparations. As he was being laid into the ground, she – dressed all in black – 
told the undertakers to stop. She then produced a shoebox and placed it in the 
coffin. She then told them to go ahead and lower the coffin. 
 
Her friend, who was also in attendance, asked her if she really put all of his 
money in that shoebox and was crazy enough to listen to that “stingy old man.” 
The wife replied that she was a good Christian and that she honoured his last 
wish. 
 
The friend was astounded until the wife explained: “I sure did,” said the wife. “I 
got it all together, put it into my account, and then wrote him a cheque.” 
 

From Nottage General Baptist & Unitarian Chapel Facebook page.  
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MARCH AT A GLANCE 
 
 

Wed  1 Coffee morning    Kumen 1:00 
Thurs  2     Singing Group 11:00 - 12:00 
   Administrator in Chapel Office 10:00 - 1:00  
Fri  3 Alternative Perspectives 7:00 - 9:00 
   Steve Mera: Phenomena—The Evidence 
Sat  4 Coffee morning          
Sun  5 SERVICE  11.00 am Led by Mandy Reynolds  
   Brexit - Time to Make Trade Fair 
Mon  6 John Campbell in Chapel Office 10:00 - 2:00 
Tues  7  
Wed  8 Coffee morning    
Thurs  9 Administrator in Chapel Office 10:00 - 1:00 
Fri  10  
Sat   11 Coffee morning          
Sun   12 SERVICE  11.00 am  Led by Daniel and Saimma Dyer 
   What the Heart Knows 
Mon  13 John Campbell in Chapel Office 10:00 - 2:00 
Tues  14  
Wed  15 
Thurs  16     Singing Group 11:00 - 12:00 
   Administrator in Chapel Office 10:00 - 1:00 
Fri  17  

Sat   18 Coffee morning          
Sun   19 SERVICE  11.00 am  Led by Susan Parry 
   Spring Equinox & Flower Communion  
Mon  20     John Campbell in Chapel Office 10:00 - 2:00  
Tues  21     Women’s League  2:00   
Wed  22 Coffee morning   
Thurs  23 Administrator in Chapel Office 10:00 - 1:00  
Fri  24  
Sat  25 Coffee morning 
Sun  26 SERVICE  11.00 am Led by Sally Jones & John Campbell 
   Mothering Sunday  
Mon  27 John Campbell in Chapel Office 10:00 - 2:00 
Tues  28  
Wed  29 Coffee morning    
Thurs  30     Singing Group 11:00 - 12:00 
   Administrator in Chapel Office 10:00 - 1:00 
Fri  31 Open House at 1 Church Walk, Kendal, from 2:00 
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 Coffee Morning Rota 

DATE COFFEE 
PREP 

TEA 
PREP 

COUNTER WASH UP DRYING /  
PUTTING AWAY 

Wed 1 Sue Sue Joan S David G ? 

Sat 4 Sue ? ? Lynda John H 

Wed 8 ? ? Mark ? David G 

Sat 11 Phil ? David C Daniel ? 

Wed 15 Fred Fred Ann K ?  ? 

Sat 18 Elspeth ? ? Lynda ? 

Wed 22 Fred Fred Rosie ? ? 

Sat 25 Rosie Mandy David C Joan S John H 

Wed 29 Fred Fred Phil Julia Gaynor 

If you are on the rota and have to cancel then, if it is not an emergency, 
please try and find a replacement before contacting Jayne. If you can fill in 
any of the gaps, please let Jane know. Contact: unitarianoffice@gmail.com                    
MOB: 07426 096608. Please use email, if possible. 

Any views expressed in this publication are those of the contributors and do not 
necessarily express the views of the editor, committee or trustees.  

The Fellowship is available as a pdf file. If you would like to receive it in this format, 
rather than as hard copy, please let Fran know: booksbyfran@btinternet.com 

March Chalice 
Lighters 

 
 5    Julia 
12   Sally 
19   Linda P 
26   Jayne     

If possible when supplying newsletter copy by email please 
observe the following: 
1. Please supply as a Word doc, a Publisher doc, or simple text 
in the body of the email. Do NOT send as pdf; that makes me 
more work! 
2. Please use Tahoma font, size 10. 
3. Do NOT justify text 
4. Please label photographs. Leaving just the image numbers 
on is not helpful.                                                       Thanks. Fran 

Deadline for 
next issue:  
26 March 
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MINISTRY TEAM LEADER: Rev Amanda Reynolds 

Spiritual matters, pastoral care and weddings, baptisms and funerals. 
Tel: 01539 726181  Mobile: 07545 375721  
mandy.unitarianoffice@gmail.com  
 
 
UCHAPEL OFFICERS 
 
Chair        Mrs Ann Wilcox 
 
Treasurer       Mr John Campbell, 1 Church Walk, Kirkland, Kendal, Cumbria 
                     LA9 5AG                                      01539 232172 
 
Administrator  Mrs Jayne Finch, 48 Emesgate Lane, Silverdale LA5 0RF 
                         unitarianoffice@gmail.com                    MOB: 07426 096608  
 
Organist       Ms Jo Rogers, Underscar, Brigsteer, Nr Kendal LA8 8AN 
                                                                            015395 68631 
 
Organist       Mr John Campbell, as above 
 
Fellowship       Mrs Fran Pickering, 69 Sandylands Rd, Kendal LA9 6JG 
Editor               booksbyfran@btinternet.com                             01539 721247 
 
 
UTRUSTEES OFFICERS 
 
Chair        Ms Hazel Clarke, Pear Tree Cottage, The Row, Lyth, Kendal,  
        LA8 8DD                                                         015395 68284 
 
Treasurer         Mr John Campbell, as above 
 
Caretaker         Mr Tony Egglestone, 64 Low Garth, Kendal LA9 5PA 
                                                                           07455 123317. 
 
Chapel Office: 01539 737021  
Vestry/Kitchen: 01539 739442 

 
 
Kendal Unitarian Chapel 
Branthwaite Brow 
Market Place  

Kendal LA9 4TN  
 



  

 Judges and R X-Factor entrants.  

Performers singing and playing to a packed house. Standing room only for late arrivals.  




